STORMY    WEATHER

Signals and directives from home now became rather confus-
ing. On the 4th one of these had given Cyrenaica absolute priority
but on the evening of the 6th it was changed to maximum possible
support to ground forces in Balkans and minimum necessary to
secure western flank in Egypt. It seemed to me that the serious
threat to Egypt from the enemy's rapid advance in Cyrenaica was
not fully appreciated. I felt that the first essential was to ensure
the safety of service bases in Egypt by stemming enemy penetration
at a point as far west as possible. It was quite likely that originally
the Germans did not intend really large-scale operations but that
his early successes were encouraging Rommel to exploit them to
the full extent.

A rather subdued G.s-in-G. conference in the afternoon
attended by Eden and DiH discussed the question of priorities and
what we should hold. The Admiral and I were most anxious to
keep some depth for the air defence of Alexandria thus giving at
least some cover to convoys both coastal and to Malta. We both
hoped that Tobruk could be held. The operation for taking the
Dodecanese would have to wait.

That night Dalbiac sent some of his Wellingtons in Greece to
bomb Sofia railway station.

On April yth reports from the Libyan front showed that our
forces were now back in the Tobruk area but that the position of
the Armoured Brigade was not yet clear. It transpired that most
of them had been overrun near Mekili3 there had been some
mistake in blowing a fuel dump prematurely, and that further
north Generals O'Connor and Neame together with Brigadier
Coombe had been captured by a German patrol. Tedder had a
narrow escape when his engine failed over Mekili, but a passing
Blenheim picked him up and brought him to Cairo. That evening
he described to Wavell and myself the situation as far as he knew
it. Our temporary occupation of the important airfield at El Adem
had ended, but No. 73 Hurricane Squadron was still functioning
from a Tobruk landing-ground within the perimeter defences,
The remainder of the R.A.F. were being withdrawn to the Mersa
Matruh area except for five unserviceable Hurricanes and a
similar number of Blenheims which had to be burnt

April 8th brought news of rapid German progress in Jugo-
slavia, where the Southern Army had been forced to withdraw^
exposing our left flank in Greece. Salonika was now also threat-
ened. Dalbiac signalled that Ms Blenheims were attacking the
German lines of advance and that Ms Hurricanes were taking toll
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